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Thoughts from phil 

The Guest Writer for September is Teresa Wood 

 

Newsletter Article by Teresa Wood 
 

I am looking forward to heaven. Those are the words that you will hear about every born-again 
believer in Jesus Christ say. We look forward to the day the sky opens, and Jesus descends to 
bring us home. As believers we look forward to the No Pain, No Sorrow, No Evil, No Tears 
and No Sickness that will not be in heaven. Our journey on this earth has been filled with so 
many stories of hardship that we look forward to the day we get to heaven.  
 
Although we love our lives, our families, and our friends we love Jesus even more and want to 
be where He is. Often, when my body hurts or sickness or death plagues my family or the 
news is bleak and grim, I utter the words “I wish Jesus would just come now” or “Come 
quickly Lord”. Often, I hear others say the exact same thing. Why? Because we know this old 
world is just temporary. We have something amazing to look forward to.  
 
Here comes the grieving part of this thought…..Do we really want Jesus to come quickly? Do 
we really want Him to come right now? For us that are born again, OF COURSE! We have a 
Hope and Joy in knowing He will be coming back. But, what about those that do not know 
Him? What about the family members that you love so much that you pray for daily that do 
not know Jesus? What about the friends that you have been reluctant to share Jesus with be-
cause you are afraid, they will think differently of you? What about the good people in this 
world that go out of their way to do kind things for others, who love and care for others, but 
they do not have a personal relationship with Jesus? What about them? When we think about 
what  
happens when He comes back it should grieve our hearts. We should be heartbroken for those 
that are lost. We should be burdened enough to do something about it. What do we do? What 
can we do? TELL THEM ABOUT JESUS.  
 
Share Jesus without hesitation. Share Jesus as if today is their last day on earth and you are the 
only person left to tell them. If they do not know Him, are you going to tell them about Him? 
What are you going to say? Do not just say you will pray for them. Do not just invite them to 
church. Spend time telling them of the love Jesus has for them. Let them see Jesus in you and 
your life, not just your words. Build a relationship with them so that when you tell them the 
TRUTH of Jesus they stop and listen to what you have to say because they see the difference 
He has made in your life. 
 
Oh, how I look forward to seeing Jesus someday and walking the streets of heaven. But what 
would be even more wonderful is to have my family and friends there with me. So next time 
you find yourself saying those words “Come quickly Jesus”, make sure that you are prepared 
to answer to Jesus for all of the ones you could have told abut Jesus, but didn’t. We must open 
our eyes to the lost around us and tell them about Jesus. We must be bold and stand on His 
truth. People are dying every single day and going to hell because they believed a lie. We must 
love like Jesus and realize everyone deserves a chance to know Him. He came so that ALL 
could be saved. We just must do what Jesus told us to do and that is to GO and TELL the 
world the good news! 
 



Upcoming Events 
 

Pastor Appreciation Banquet—September 27th @ 6:30pm. This is for Pastors 
in our Association (Senior, Youth, Family, Worship, Etc.) We will have a special 
comedian guest speaker Jonnie Wethington and Worship will be led by Trent 
Goss. This event will be hosted at Gabby’s Big Red Barn in Loudon. Calhoun’s 
will be catering this event. 
 
Annual Ministry Celebration—October 23rd @ 5pm hosted at Bethany Baptist 
Church, 3586 Hwy 72, Loudon, TN. We will be worshipping this night and  
celebrating together as churches all that God has done within the ministries of 
the Association and our churches. We will also have a brief Associational      
business meeting to present our 2023 budget. 
 
DNOW—March 31– April 2, 2023—This is our County Associational Youth           
Conference for students grades 6-12 and youth leaders. This event will be hosted 
at New Providence Baptist Church, Loudon, TN 37774. Guest Speaker is Ketric 
Newell and Worship will be led by Chuck Hooten. Cost for this event is $45 per 
student and $10 per adult leader. 
 
Mission Trips 2023– We have two scheduled mission trips for 2023. One in 
June to Memphis for Street Reach Ministry and the other in July to Costa Rica as 
part of the Beautiful Feet Ministry. For both mission trips will be hosting VBS 
sites within the inner city of Memphis and villages of Costa Rica. 
 
 
 

Ministries that You can get Involved with… 
 

Boxes of Blessings– We ship food, toiletries and bibles to Venezuela each 
month as part of this special life saving ministry. Donations of rice, beans, 
canned meat, peanut butter, oil, corn meal, diapers, baby food and toiletries are 
needed. Volunteers to help box the Boxes of Blessings are needed each month. 
 
Immanuel House– When children are removed from the home by DCS due to 
abuse or neglect they are brought to our safe house “Immanuel House” to rest, 
play, hang out and eat as they wait for foster placement. Every child receives 
new clothing, new shoes, backpack, toiletries and school supplies. We keep a 
fully stocked kitchen to feed children during their stay. Donations of NEW  
clothing items are needed in every size. Donations of toiletries, snacks, frozen 
meals, drinks, etc are needed. The best part of this ministry is to become a      
Certified  Volunteer where you can come sit with children during their stay.   
Volunteers play games, watch movies, read books, assist children with picking 
out new clothing from the Clothing Closet and provide snacks and meals as 
needed for children. 
 
Contact Teresa @ 865-986-2292 or teresalcba@gmail.com if you would like     
additional information about any of our upcoming events or ministries. 

 



 

Kentucky Flood Disaster Relief 
 
Special Thanks to our churches that donated items for the Kentucky Flood Disaster Relief.  
We received an overwhelming amount of supplies. We had several volunteers come to help 
sort, pack and load all of the items. Dennis & Vickie Lanham volunteered to haul the trailer 
full of donations to the drop off location in Martin, Kentucky. Your generosity will go a long 
way in blessing many families that have been affected by the flooding. Thank you! 


